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Diyala, had reached Baquba, and in order to hinder the
enemy's retreat, General Maude, on March 18th—the day
on which General Baratov advanced from Karind—ordered
the British column to move from Baquba towards Khanikin,
which he expected the enemy to reach about the 23rd. As
a matter of fact, this expectation was not realised. In the
narrow gorge in the Pai Taq pass, where the road descends
from the Persian hills, the XIII Corps put up such an
obstinate resistance that the Eussians could make no progress
for ten days. General Maude was unable to maintain a large
force as far away as Baquba for more than a short time, and—
chiefly owing to this fact—the Turks were able to extricate
the XIII Corps from the battle, and to continue to retire
westwards in the direction of KifrL* On the 31st, Eussian
advance troops reached Qasr-i-Shirin, and on the 2nd April
they joined hands with the British at Qizil Bobat.
General Maude intended, having gained touch with the
Bussians, to concentrate upon the defeat of the remnants of
the XVIII' Corps on the Tigris while his Ally continued to
pursue the XIII Corps and to carry out the advance from the
Caucasus upon Mosul. It soon became apparent, however,
that this co-operation was not forthcoming.
In Russia,, the internal situation was chaotic; in the
Caucasus and in Persia her troops were exhausted, and were
short of food, munitions and money. On the 23rd April
General Maude was definitely informed that the Eussian
advance on Mosul would not take place, and that the limit
of Eussian responsibility could only be the occupation of the
line Rowanduz—Siilaimaniya—Qizil Eobat—many, many
miles north of Baghdad and Mosul. The general effect c£
this development in the situation was to leave the British
entirely responsible for the security of Baghdad, and of the
whole of Mesopotamia as far as the Persian Gulf.
Early in April, before this debacle, General Maude, in
order to help the Kussians to establish themselves on the
Tigris and to crush any enemy within reach, began operations
against what was left of the XVIII Corps. The remnants
amounted to about 5,600 rifles and 50 guns, and were dis-
posed so as to hold the line of the river Adhaim, Istabulat
(covering Samarra) on the Tigris, and Eamadi on the
Euphrates. The XIII Corps, consisting of about) 11,000
rifles and 60 guns remained in the Bafri area. The opera-
tions, which lasted throughout the month of April, were very
''Fide Map No. 2.

